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The Journey of a Lifetime 
Hajj & Qurban Made Easy 


= global 


= sadaqah 


The best of nights are the last 10 nights 
of Ramadan (fasting month) while the 
best of days are the first 10 days of Dhul 
Hijjah, the last month of the Islamic 
calendar. It is in these 10 days where we 
have the opportunity to complete ALL 5 
Pillars of Islam. It is the perfect time to 
increase in acts beloved to Allah. 


It was in these days that the 
religion (legislations) of Islam was 
completed. Dhul Hijjah is blessed 
with the ultimate journey of faith, 
the Hajj to Makkah. 
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Hajj is one of the main foundational pillars of Islam, which every Muslim is 
obliged to perform. Without Hajj, a person’s religious obligations and 
commitment towards Allah are incomplete, unless he doesn’t have the ability 


to do so. Hajj was made obligatory through the following ayat: 


“And whoever enters it shall be safe. And (due) to Allah from the people 
is a pilgrimage to the House - for whoever is able to find thereto a 


way.” [Surah Aal-Imran, 97] 


“And proclaim to mankind the Hajj (pilgrimage). They will come to you on 
foot and on every lean camel, they will come from every deep and distant 


(wide) mountain highway (to perform Hajj)” [Surah Al-Hajj, 27] 


History of Hajj 


Prophet Ibrahim asta! dite left his two dear ones, his wife Hajar and his little 
son Ismail, on a desolate land around the area we now know of as Makkah. 
During that time, Makkah was an empty land with no resources for their 
survival. There, Prophet Ibrahim left them with a bag of dates and a leather 
bag filled with water. When Hajar noticed that her husband was about to 
head back to Palestine, she kept asking whether they will be left in the valley 
with no food, no drink, and no other companion. Until she asked, “Is this an 
order from Allah?”. He then replied, “Yes”. She accepted that answer, as she 
knew that she would never be lost when relying on Allah. Prophet Ibrahim 
then headed back to Palestine. 

After a few days, the water and food quickly ran out, leaving the mother and 
son extremely thirsty and hungry. Ismail began crying and tossing in agony. 
Hajar could not endure seeing her son suffer. In desperation, Hajar ran up and 
down the hills of Safa and Marwa seven times seeking help and calling upon 
Allah. When she reached Marwa, for the last time, she heard a voice. Then she 
saw angel Jibril alul ade , hitting the ground with his wings until water 
gushed out. This water is the miraculous Zamzam. She started making a basin 
around the water and scooped some of it to fill her container. Jibril then said, 
“Do not fear loss, for there is a sacred House here which will be built by this 
child and his father”. Scholars say that had Hajar not scooped the water, it 


would have become a running stream. 


After a while, Prophet Ibrahim aul ale returned to Makkah and was 


surprised to see his family with a well, one that eventually became a precious 


resource that made Makkah a prosperous centre of civilization. He was then 


ordered by Allah to make a House dedicated only to Him - the Ka’bah. 


Prophet Ibrahim and his son Ismail built a small stone structure. After building 


the Ka'bah, he was ordered to call upon his people to perform Hajj. To this 


day, Muslims around the world gather in Makkah to perform one of the pillars 


of Islam, responding to the call of Prophet Ibrahim. 


Conditions of Hajj 


The person should be: 


Muslim 

Sane 

Adult 

Free (Hajj is not obligatory for 
a slave) 

One who has the ability to do 
it (both physically and 


financially) 
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Ifrad 


Ifrad entails performing Hajj before Umrah. Right after the pilgrims complete 


the rites of Hajj, they will then proceed to perform umrah rites. 


Qiran 


Qiran is performing Hajj and Umrah simultaneously. When entering ihram for 
Umrah, the pilgrim subsequently incorporates the intention to perform Hajj 


while intending to perform the rites of Umrah. 


Tamattu’ 


Tamattu’ is performing Umrah before Hajj. The pilgrim is allowed to do actions 


that are unlawful for those in ihram in between the period of Umrah and Hajj. 


Pilgrims performing Hajj Qiran and Tamattu’ must slaughter, it is because they 
do not enter ihram for Hajj from the migat site that they are supposed to 
according to the country they come from. However, those performing Ifrad 


are not obliged to slaughter. 


Scholars have mixed opinions in deciding which type of Hajj is better than the 
other. It is recommended that a pilgrim choose the one that is easier for him 


or her. 


Ihram 


Ihram is considered as the pilgrims’ state of purity, where it is the first rite of 
Hajj. Otherwise, Ihram is usually understood to be the two white pieces of 
cloth that the hujjaj wear. Upon entering the state of ihram one should 
observe the Sunnah which is to do ghusl and apply perfume, then wear the 
ihram garments. Pilgrims enter ihram when crossing the Migat located at the 


outer boundaries of Makkah. 
Migat 
There are 2 types of Migat: Miqat Zamani and Migat Makani. 


Miqat Zamani basically means the allocated time to perform Umrah and Hajj. 
For Umrah, it is any time of the year. While Hajj is from the 1st of Shawwal till 


the 10th of Dhul Hijjah. 


Miqat Makani is the specific places located at the borders of Makkah, which 


the pilgrims will have to enter ihram before crossing them. 


There are five Migats in total, four of which are mentioned in the following 
Hadith narrated by Abdullah ibn Abbas: Allah’s Messenger 2 had fixed Dhul 
Hulaifah as the Migat for the people of Madinah; al-Juhfah for the people of 
Sham; and Qarn al-Manazil for the people of Najd; and Yalamlam for the 
people of Yemen. So, these (above mentioned) are the Mawaait for all those 
living in those places, and besides them for those who come through those 
places with the intention of performing Hajj and Umrah and whoever lives 
within these places should assume Ihram from his dwelling place, and 
similarly the people of Makkah can assume Ihram from Makkah. [Sahih al- 


Bukhari] 


An additional Migat was affixed during the reign of the second caliph, Umar 
Ibn al-Khattab after the towns of Basra and Kufa had been captured. 
Abdullah ibn Umar narrates: When these two towns (Basra and Kufa) were 
captured, the people went to Umar and said, “O Leader of the Believers! The 
Prophet ## fixed Qarn as the Migat for the people of Najd, it is beyond our 
way and it is difficult for us to pass through it.” He said, “Take as your 

Migat a place situated opposite to Qarn on your usual way. So, he fixed Dhat 
Irq (as their Migat). [Sahih al-Bukhari] 


Dhul Hulaifah | Bir Ali 
450 kilometers 


Dhat Irgin 
Al-Juhfah 94 kilometers 
N 183 kilometers 


Al-Qarn al-Manazil 


75 kilometers 


Yalamlam 
92 kilometers 


e Yalamlam: for pilgrims coming from the direction of Yemen. 

e Dhul Hulaifah or Bir Ali: for pilgrims coming from the direction of Madinah. 

e Al-Juhfah: for pilgrims coming from the direction of Egypt, Syria, Tunisia, Jordan, 
Lebanon, and Palestine. 

e Dhat irqin: for pilgrims coming from the direction of Iraq 


e Al-Qarn al-Manazil: for pilgrims coming from Najd, Kuwait, and those coming from 
South East Asia by plane. 


For those residing in Makkah and around it, they should enter ihram 


from their home. 


Prohibitions during Ihram 


Once the person has entered into the state of Ihram, the following becomes 


prohibited upon them: 


e Shaving the hair on the head, or any hair on the body. In addition to 


that, it is also prohibited to trim or cut the nails. 

Using perfume. 

Intercourse. Including touching one's spouse with desire. 

Hunting. 

For men, the prohibition of wearing sewn garments, such as shirts, 
hooded robes, trousers, turbans, and leather slippers. They can only 
wear the rida’ (upper garment) and izaar (lower garment), or basically 
known as the ihram garments. 

For women, the prohibition of wearing niqab or burgah, leaving her 
face uncovered. However, when there is a non-mahram nearby her, she 


is allowed to cover her face as per the practice of our mother, Aisha. 
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St h Day 1. Pilgrims will proceed to Mina after Fajr 
prayer in Makkah, and they should 
of D h u l- arrive at Mina before Dhuhr prayer. 


= ijja h They are encouraged to recite the 


Talbiyah along their journey. The 


Talbiyah is as follows: 
Tarbiyah Day ý 


Ld U shy ys I eled eled all L 


(Labbayk Allaahumma labbayk, labbayk laa shareeka laka labbayk, 
'innal-hamda, wanni'mata, laka walmulk, laa shareeka laka.) 


“Ever at Your service, O Allah, ever at Your service. Ever at Your Service, 
You have no partner, ever at Your service. Verily all praise, blessings and 
dominions are Yours. You have no partner.” 


2. After reaching Mina, pilgrims will stay in their respective camps. Dhuhr, 
Asr and Isha’ prayers are shortened to two rakahs (Qasr), however not 
combined (Jama’). 


3. Stay overnight in Mina. ( 
Q K 
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Oth Day 1. Fajr prayer will be offered in Mina and 


pilgrims should stay there till sunrise. 
of Dhul- 
H ijjah 2. After sunrise, pilgrims will leave for 


Arafah. Along the journey, pilgrims are 
to continuously recite Talbiyah and 
Takbir. They should also glorify Allah 
with the following dua during the 
journey and after reaching Arafah. 


Day of Arafat 


E EEA EERTE a N 


(Laa ilaaha ill-allaahu, wahdahu laa shareeka lah, lahul-mulku wa lahul 
hamdu, wa huwa ‘alaa kulli shay’in qadeer) 


"There is none worthy of worship besides Allah, He is all by Himself, He 


has no partner, His is the Kingdom, for Him is all praise, He has power 
over all things." 


3. Pilgrims should reach Arafah before Zawal time which is when the sun 
is at its absolute zenith or meridian at mid-day, which is a few minutes 


just before Dhuhr prayer time. 
Q ( 
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After Zawal, the Imam will deliver khutbah at Masjid Namirah. Then, 
Dhuhr and Asr prayer will be offered combined. 


Pilgrims will stay within the boundaries of Arafah until sunset while 
remembering and glorifying Allah, and also making heart-felt duas. 


After sunset, pilgrims will leave for Muzdalifah quietly without offering 
Maghrib prayer. Talbiyah should continue to be recited, together with 
dhikr. 


Upon reaching Muzdalifah, Maghrib and Isha’ will be offered combined 
at the time of Isha’. 


Pilgrims are encouraged to pick a few small pebbles, preferably 7, for 
stunning at the Jamarat the day after. The pebbles can also be picked 
after Fajr prayer the following day. 


Pilgrims will be spending their night in Muzdalifah. They are encouraged 
to make a lot of duas till the dawn. 


10th Day 1. Offer Fajr prayer in Muzdalifah. 
of D h u l- 2. Pilgrims to continue with Dhikr, 


H ijjah Talbiyah, and supplicate to Allah. They 
will remain in Muzdalifah till sunrise. 


First Day of Eid . — 
3. After sunrise, pilgrims will depart for 
Mina. They should continue reciting the 


Talbiyah. 


4. After reaching Mina, pilgrims will go to Jamarah Al-Aqabah or 
Jamarat al-Kubra (the big pillar) with the pebbles collected. 


5. Before throwing the stones, pilgrims should stop reciting Talbiyah. 

6. For every throw, pilgrims should recite the Takbeer. 

7. On that day, only Jamrah Al-Agabah will be pelted. 

8. After the pilgrims finish stoning the remaining jamarat, they will 
sacrifice an animal where either they slaughter the sacrifice on their 


own or by appointing someone to do it on their behalf. However, it is 
not compulsory for pilgrims doing Hajj Ifrad. 


10. 


11. 


12, 


13. 


14. 


15; 


After the sacrifice of the animal, the pilgrims shave the head 
(preferable) or trim some of it. Women will only cut a small portion of 
their hair. When the head is shaved or trimmed, the pilgrims are 
considered partly out of ihram. 


Pilgrims are now allowed to wear normal clothes. 


Pilgrims will then make a move to Masjid Al-Haram and perform Tawaf 
Al-Ifadah. 


After tawaf, offer 2 rakahs of Tawaf behind Maqam Ibrahim or 
anywhere in Masjid Al-Haram. 


Perform Sai’ of Safaa and Marwa. 
Drink plenty of Zam-zam water. 


Head back to Mina and spend the night there, and do not stay 
overnight in Makkah. 


11th Day 
of Dhul- 
Hijjah 


Second Day of Eid 


12th Day 
of Dhul- 
Hijjah 


Third Day of Eid 


Stay in Mina until Zawal time. 


After Dhuhr prayer, pilgrims will go 
stoning at all three Jamarat, Jamarah 
Al- Ula, Jamarah Al-Wusta, and 
Jamarah Al-Aqabah. With each 
Jamarah, pilgrims are to throw 7 
pebbles, while reciting Takbir on each 
throw. 


After completing the stoning, pilgrims 
will have to stay in Mina. 


Stay in Mina until Zawal time. 


After Dhuhr prayer, pilgrims will go to 
stone all three Jamarat: Jamarah Al- 
Ula, Jamarah Al-Wusta, and Jamarah 
Al-Aqabah. With each Jamrah, pilgrims 
are to throw 7 pebbles, while reciting 
Takbir on each throw. 


3. After completing the stoning, pilgrims will leave Mina and head to 


Makkah before sunset. If they are still in Mina during sunset, then they 


will remain there till the next day. 


4. For those that leave Mina, they will have to perform Tawaf Wada’ and 


perform 2 rakahs of prayer at its completion. There is no need to wear 


Ihram while performing Tawaf. At this stage, pilgrims have completed 


all the rites of Hajj. 


5. And for those that stayed in Mina, they have completed the rites of 


Hajj on the same day. 


Eid Al-Adha 


SHG u 


The word Adha is one of the plurals of Udhiyah 
(sacrifice) which is the sheep slaughtered at eo. 
(forenoon) time on the Eid day. Nevertheless, a 
sheep slaughtered at any time of the four Eid days 
is called udhiyah. Udhiyah refers to a legally edible 
animal (camel, cow, sheep, or goat) slaughtered 
and sacrificed on the Day of Sacrifice or the Days of 
Tashriq for the sake of attaining closeness and 
Pleasure of Allah. Many countries famously refer to 
it as Qurban as well. 


Eid al-Adha is also called Yawm an-Nahr. The word 
An-Nahr is the name of the method of slaughtering 
camels. 


Aisha lgic aul US) narrated that the Prophet $% 
said, "There is no human deed dearer to Allah on 
the day of sacrifice than the ritual shedding of the 
blood of sacrificial animals. The animal will come on 
the Day of Judgment with its horns, hair and 
hooves intact. Its blood reaches Allah the Almighty 
before it even reaches the ground. Therefore, make 
(the sacrifice) in good will" [Tirmidhi]. 


What are the Days 
of Tashriq? 


Allah says: 
Sl39da all 8 al lg iSite 


"And remember Allah during the appointed days." 
[Surah Al-Bagarah, 203] 


Imam Ibn Rajab al-Hanbali aul do>) Said: ‘The days of Tashriq (11, 12, 13 Dhul- 
Hijjah) combine blessings for the believers’ bodies and their hearts: 
e Their bodies through eating and drinking; and 
e Their hearts through the remembrance of Allah and showing gratitude to 
Him. 


Regarding sacrifice, Allah tells us in the Quran: 


casai 5 all plang glesa „suis ‚nl 5} J 


Say, "Indeed, my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living 
and my dying are for Allah , Lord of the worlds 
[Surah al-An'am, 162] 


Imam Abu Dawud ail da>) narrated from Ibn Umar that the Messenger of Allah 
# stood up on the day of Nahr during the Hajj that he performed and said: 
“What day is this?” They said, “the Day of Nahr.” He said, “This is the greatest day 
of Hajj.” 

It is also called as Yawm Al-Hajj Al-Akbar, where most of the crucial Hajj deeds 
performed on the same day, such as stoning of the Jamarah, offering the 


sacrifice, shaving the head, tawaf, and sa’ee. 
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History of Udhiyah/Qurban 


Qurban, or Udhiyah, is a term in the Arabic language that means sacrifice. It is 
the act of sacrifice by Prophet Ibrahim alul asle when he was being tested by 
Allah. 


There are 2 stages in this origin story that we should know of: 

Allah tells us in the Quran, the story of the two sons of Prophet Adam «le 
Pll, Habil and Qabil. To resolve a difference between them, Prophet Adam 
had asked them both to make a sacrifice; whoever’s sacrifice was accepted 


would be the clear winner. 


Since Habil was a shepherd, he offered a ram to be sacrificed. Qabil tilled the 
land, so he offered some produce grown from the land. The difference 
between the two was that Habil selected and offered the best animal, one 
which was healthy and well-fed, whereas Qabil wasn’t willing to offer the best 
of his produce. Allah accepted Habil’s sacrifice and rejected Qabil’s sacrifice. 
Habil explained to his brother that Allah accepts only from those who have 
taqwa. Qabil had clearly not made his sacrifice with sincerity, and Allah was 
aware of that. However, Qabil was jealous of the way Habil had been favoured 


over him and he killed his brother. This was the first murder in human history. 


Moving on, we learn that Udhiyah or Qurban is from the legacy and sunnah of 
Prophet Ibrahim alul ale. When Prophet Ibrahim’s son, Ismail aJl ale was 
old enough to walk around with his father and work with him, it was revealed 
in a dream to Prophet Ibrahim pll ade that he must sacrifice his beloved son. 
At first, he thought that it was just a mere dream, trickery of the devil, so he 
disregarded the dream. However, the dream kept recurring for him. He then 


realised that it is actually the command of Allah. 


This was an immense test from Allah. One can only imagine how difficult this 
must be for him as a parent. Add to the fact that Prophet Ibrahim plul ale 
had been childless for years. Now, he was being commanded to slaughter his 


only child with his own hands. 


"O my son, indeed | have seen in a dream that | must sacrifice you, so see what 
you think." Ismail alal ale then replied, "O my father, do as you are 
commanded. You will find me, if Allah wills, of the steadfast." 


[Surah As-Saffat, 102]. 


Despite loving his son, Prophet Ibrahim alul ale complied with what Allah 
ordered him to do. At the same time, we see Prophet Ismail alul ale being a 
pious and obedient son. Prophet Ismail aJl ade did not question this 
command either, just as his mother Hajar had not questioned it when Allah had 
commanded Prophet Ibrahim alul ale to leave her and her baby son in the 
deserts of Makkah all those years ago. Instead, he told his father to carry out 


the sacrifice without any hesitance. What a family this is SubhanAllah! 


It is narrated, Prophet Ibrahim aul ale stoned Shaitan three times as he tried 
to put doubts into his heart on the way to carry out the sacrifice. In other 
narrations, Shaitan appeared separately to Ibrahim, Hajar and Ismail. Each time, 
Shaitan tried to put doubts in his mind, following which Prophet Ibrahim 
stoned him. [Tabari] It is this act of stoning that is carried out to date as a part 


of Hajj. 


As Prophet Ibrahim aul ale prepared a knife to sacrifice his son and a shroud 
to bury him in, he couldn't face Ismail alul ale, so he turned his son’s face 
away. According to Imam Ibn Kathir’s aul da>); tafseer, they both remembered 
Allah and testified their faith in Him - Ibrahim asad] ale because he was about 
to make a sacrifice, and Ismail ast! ale because he was about to die. Then 
Prophet Ibrahim all ale prepared to sacrifice his son - and when the knife 
was at Ismail’s aul ale neck, he heard a voice calling to him to stop. 

Allah had replaced Ismail alul ale with a sheep in recognition of Prophet 
Ibrahim’s alul ale commitment and utmost sincerity of faith. Prophet Ibrahim 
esl ate sacrificed a white, horned ram instead of Ismail and, like the stoning 
of the pillars, we remember this sacrifice every year at Hajj. It represents the 
devotion of Prophet Ibrahim, who was ready to sacrifice his beloved son for 
Allah’s sake, and the reward and blessing they received from Allah as a result of 


their submission. 


It is for this reason, that our beloved Messenger of Allah & even said, ‘| am the 
son of two sacrificed people’ (Hakim); referring to the fact that both his father 
Abdullah and his ancestor Ismail were almost sacrificed for Allah’s sake, 
emphasising his connection with Prophet Ismail aJI ale. Prophet Ibrahim 
esl ate earned the title of Khaleel (Close Friend) of Allah. What a family 
SubhanAllah! It is from this family that we would get our own beloved Prophet 


Muhammad 2. . 


Allah refers to the ram He sent down to Prophet Ibrahim alul ale as “a great 
sacrifice”. Allah even used the word ‘adheem' to describe the sacrifice. Abdullah 
Ibn Abbas said it was, ‘A ram which had grazed in Paradise for forty years’. 
[Tabari] In Tafseer al-Jalalayn, he reports that the ram Allah sent down to 
Prophet Ibrahim alul ale was the same ram that Habil had sacrificed - 
meaning Allah had accepted his sacrifice and taken that ram to heaven, and 


then sent it back down to Prophet Ibrahim alul ale to be sacrificed. 


Imam Ahmad ail de>) recorded that Safiyyah bint Shaybah said, "A woman 
from Bani Sulaym, who was the midwife of most of the people in our 
household, told me that the Messenger of Allah 8 sent for Uthman bin Talhah 
aic alll U4)." On one occasion she said, "I asked Uthman, Why did the Prophet 
2 call you?’ He said, The Messenger of Allah 28 said to me, | saw the horns of 
the ram when | entered the House (the Kabah), and | forgot to tell you to cover 
them up; cover them up, for there should not be anything in the House which 


could distract the worshipper.)" Sufyan said, "The horns of the ram remained 
hanging in the House until it was burned, and they were burned too." 

This shows us that the Quraysh had inherited the horns of the ram that Prophet 
Ibrahim sacrificed, and they had been passed down from generation to 
generation until the Messenger of Allah #4 was sent. The ram horns remained 
there until the Kabah was damaged by fire in the Siege of Makkah in 683; the 


horns were burned and lost in this battle. 


Today, Qurban is still being practised by the Muslim community around the 


world as an act of remembrance and honouring the sacrifice, as the deed 


signifies obedience and submission to Allah. Q 
qs 


Is 
Qurban/Udhiyah 
An Obligation? 


Is Qurban/Udhiyah 
An Obligation? 


The Udhiyah is a Sunnah and it is disliked that someone who is able to afford it, 
does not do so. It is a strongly recommended sunnah. If one has real financial 
difficulty then there is a scope of exemption for them without making it too 
tough on them. Narrated Ibn Umar dic al UD): "The Messenger of Allah (28) 
stayed in Al-Madinah for ten years performing the Udhiyah. [Tirmidhi] 

The Hanafi madhab states that any adult, sane Muslim who possesses the nisab 
value must offer a sacrifice. So if one is eligible to pay Zakat, they need to offer 
a Qurbani. This was also one opinion that was narrated from Imam Ahmad do>) 
all and Imam Malik aI do>)y as well as the opinion of Imams al-Layth, al- 


Thawri, al-Awzai and a few others. 


Abu Hurairah aic ail UD) narrated that the Prophet Muhammad ® said: 
“Whoever can afford it, but does not offer a sacrifice, let him not come near 
our prayer place.” [Ibn Majah] Majority of the scholars like Imams al-Tirmidhi, at- 
Tahawi, Ibn Hajr etc say that this was in reality the words of Abu Hurairah and 


not the Prophet #8 himself. 


The majority of the scholars opine that it is not an obligation, but rather it is a 
highly stressed upon Sunnah. It is stipulated that the one who offers it should 
be independent of means, in that the price of the udhiyah is surplus to his 


needs and the needs of those on whom he spends. Hence, it is not necessarily 
g 


connected to nisab. ( 
NAY 


Imam Ibn Qudamah ail da>) Said, "The majority of scholars are of the view that 
udhiyah is a confirmed sunnah and not an obligation.That was narrated from 
Abu Bakr, Umar, Bilal and Abu Mas'ud al-Badri. It was also the view of Suwayd 
ion Ghafalah, Saeed ibn al-Musayyab, ‘Alqamah, al-Aswad, Ata’, ash-Shafi', 
Ishaq, Abu Thawr, and Ibn al-Mundhir. ... There is also the report narrated by 
Imam Daraqutni, with his chain from Ibn Abbas, that the Prophet # said: 
“There are three things that are obligatory for me, but for you they are 
optional.” According to another report, they are: “Witr, the sacrifice (udhiyah) 


and the two (Sunnah) rakahs of Fajr.” 


And the Prophet 2 said:” Whoever wants to offer the udhiyah, when the first 
ten days of Dhul-Hijjah begin, let him not remove anything of his hair or skin.” 
Narrated by Muslim. Offering the udhiyah is connected to wanting to do it, but 
that which is obligatory cannot be connected to wanting to do it. [al-Mughni]. 
On the same, Imam Shafi’ a do>y Said: This indicates that the udhiyah is not 
obligatory, because the Prophet #28 said: “and (he) wants”, so he connected it 
to his wanting to do it. If it were obligatory, he would have said: let him not 


remove anything from his hair until he offers the udhiyah. [al-Majmu’]. 


Imam al-Bayhaqi aul da>) narrated from Abu Sareehah who said: | lived during 
the time of Abu Bakr and ‘Umar; they were neighbours of mine, and they did 


not offer the udhiyah. [Ma’rifat as-Sunan wa’l-Athar] 


The principle is that actions are not obligatory unless proven otherwise: so 


long as there is no sound proof of it being obligatory, then the basic principle 
( 


is that it is not obligatory. Q 
< 


In addition, udhiyah is prescribed for all members of a family, including the 
children. The Prophet #8 said: “The people of each household should offer an 
udhiyah every year.” [Ahmad] Therefore, it is the responsibility of parents to do 


so on behalf of their children. 


Narrated Aishah lgic aul U4): That the Messenger of Allah (8) said: "A human 
does no action from the actions on the day of Nahr more beloved to Allah then 
spilling blood (of sacrificial animals). On the Day of Judgement, it will appear 
with its horns, and hair, and hooves, and indeed the blood will be accepted by 
Allah from where it is received before it even falls upon earth, so let your heart 


delight in it." [Tirmidhi] 


The basic principle is that it is required at the appointed time from one who is 
alive on behalf of himself and the members of his household, and he may 
include in the reward for it whomever he wishes, living or dead. The Sunnah is 
for a person to include the members of his household, living and dead, in his 
sacrifice. Who is part of his family? It could be the immediate family or anyone 
he financially supports. The person does not have to make a separate sacrifice 
on behalf of every individual family member or the deceased. To slaughter on 
behalf of the dead is permissible, but it cannot be termed as a Sunnah 


necessarily. One sacrificial animal suffices for the entire family. 


Some of the Hanbali scholars even said, "Offering a sacrifice on behalf of a 
deceased person is better than offering it on behalf of a living one, because of 
the deceased's inability and his need for the reward from Allah." [Matalib ‘Uli 
an-Nuha] Imam An-Nawawi aul da>); Said, "As regards offering a sacrifice on 
behalf of the deceased, Abu Hassan Al-Ebbadi considered it permissible 
because it is a kind of charity and charity on behalf of the deceased is valid and 


avails him." [Al-Majmu'] 


Abu Ayyub al-Ansari die aul UD) reported: “At the time of the Messenger of 
Allah #2, a man would sacrifice a sheep on behalf of himself and the members 
of his household, and they would eat from it and give some to others.” 
[Tirmidhi] 


Imam Ibn Taymiyyah aul da>; Said, "Whoever claims that the deceased do not 
benefit from the good actions of others has indeed breached the Ijmah." He 
was asked about the validity of offering sacrifice for the deceased. He 
responded by saying that it is allowed to sacrifice on his behalf as it is valid to 


perform hajj on his (deceased) behalf. 


Imam Ibn Abidin ail da>) Said: “Whoever performs the worship of sacrifice on 
behalf of a deceased, perform it the same way as if he would perform the 
sacrifice for himself in terms of the distribution and taking (for eating) of the 
meat of the sacrifice. The rewards are for the deceased while the ownership is 


to the person performing the sacrifice.” [Hashiyah Ibn Abidin] 


Narrated Ali ibn Abu Talib aic all U4): Hanash said: | saw Ali sacrificing two 
rams; so | asked him: What is this? He replied. The Apostle of Allah 4% enjoined 
upon me to sacrifice on his behalf, so that is what | am doing [Abu Dawud]. This 
hadith has been graded weak by most scholars. But despite that, many scholars 
like Imams Abu Dawud, ad-Dahabi, Hakim, and in recent times Sheikh Ahmad 


Shakir etc rule that it is strong enough to be acted upon. 


The Prophet #2 used to make an extra sacrifice on behalf of the poor who 
could not offer sacrifice. Why? Imam Ahmad ail da>; records, “The Prophet && 
sacrificed for the one who could not sacrifice from his ummah, one who bore 
witness to the Oneness of Allah and (his) Prophethood”. [Ahmad] This was a 
Sunnah his sahabah continued. Anas bin Malik dic all ©, Said, The Prophet 
#2 used to sacrifice two rams, and | also sacrifice two rams’. [Bukhari] This is a 


Sunnah that needs to be revived in our times. 


How can a person divide the animals? 
o 1sheep or goat =1 person and their family 
o 1cow or camel = 7 people and their respective families 


(1 qurban = 1/7th of a share of the cow or camel) 
One sheep is better than a single share in a cow or a camel. 


Jabir ibn Abdullah aie aUl U4) reported: In the year of 
Hudaibiyah (6 AH ), we, along with Allah's Messenger 2 ( 


sacrificed a camel for seven persons and a cow for seven Q 


persons. [Muslim] I$ 7 


The 
Person 
Intending 
Udhiyah/ 
Ourban 


The Person Intending 
Udhiyah/Qurban 


The person intending to sacrifice an animal makes the intention in the heart 
and not the tongue. Imam Ibn Qudamah al da>; said: “The meaning of 
intention is to resolve to do something, i.e. to have the resolution in the heart 
to do something, and to be determined to do it without hesitation.” This was 
explained when Imam As-Suyuti aul da>) Said: “It is Bid'ah (innovation) to 
articulate the Niyyah for Salat, it is not of the Prophet’s #8 Sunnah nor was it 
the way of his Sahaba. They used to recite Takbir only (at the beginning of 
Salat).” According to Sheikhul Islam Ibn Taimiyyah aul do>y, the scholars agree 
that the "place of the niyyah" is the heart and not the tongue. That is because it 
has never been reported that Prophet #8 or his companions would say, '| 
intend to fast’, 'l intend to pray' or other than that. Therefore, uttering it (i.e. the 


intention) is an innovation and newly invented affair. 


Some scholars say that it is preferred or recommended (mustahab) to actually 
silently pronounce the intention before beginning a particular deed. They agree 
that the heart is the place of the intention but they argue that silently stating 
the intention makes the person more aware of his own intention. To say that 
something is mustahab is a Shara’ee judgment. One may not call an act 
mustahab without some proof from the Quran and sunnah. Since there is no 
proof for silently stating the intention, it cannot be concluded that it is 
mustahab. Add to this, vocalising the intention could also be a form of showing 


off or could lead to showing off. 


The one who intends to sacrifice cannot remove his hair, skin, or nails in 


the first ten days of Dhul Hijjah till he has performed the sacrifice. 


e The position of the Hanabilah and Imam Ishaq bin Rahwayh al da>) is that 
doing so is Haram. 

e As per Qadhi Abu Ya’la aul do>)y and Imam Majd Ibn Taymiyyah aul dom, it 
is not Haram but Makruh to do so. These are two of the giants and of the 
pillars of the Hanbali madhab. This is also the position of the vast majority 
of the scholars including those of the Shafi'i madhab as well. They consider 
refraining to be mustahab and this was attributed to Saeed ibn al- 
Musayyib aul do>). 

e Some of the scholars even consider it to be Mubah like some of the 
scholars of the Hanafi and Maliki madhab. They say it is not Sunnah and it is 
not Makruh for one to cut his hair and clip his nails since he is not in the 
status of ihram like those in the Hajj. He who is not forbidden to touch 
perfume and wear clothing is not forbidden to shave his hair like those in 


the status of ihram. 


It is safe to give a fatwa based on the position of al-Qadhi Abu Ya’la aul do>) 
when living in a mixed society. If someone made an intention to offer a 
sacrifice only once Dhul Hijjah had already started and they cut their nail, hair 
etc - they need to refrain now. The ruling applies on the person from the 


moment they made the intention to offer a sacrifice in this case. 


The wisdom behind the prohibition on removing one's hair and nails is because 
the one who is going to offer a sacrifice is like the one who is in ihram for Hajj 
and Umrah with regard to some rituals, which is the offering of a sacrifice in 
order to draw closer to Allah. Prophet Muhammad 22 said, “When you see the 
new moon of Dhul Hijjah, and one of you desires that he offer a sacrifice, then 


let him keep (i.e. not cut) his hair and nails.” [Muslim] 


This prohibition applies to the one who is offering the sacrifice and does not 
extend to his wife, children, or the rest of the family unless one of them is 
offering a sacrifice on his or her own behalf. A common misconception is that 
this applies to the one carrying out the actual slaughter. In reality, the ruling 
applies to the one who intended the sacrifice, whether he or she delegates 
someone else to do the actual slaughter or not does not matter. The Prophet 
#2 used to sacrifice on behalf of the family of Muhammad, and it was not 


reported that he forbade them to remove anything of their hair or nails. 


But if a person wants, and it is not a burden upon the family, then they also can 
abstain from cutting their hair and the nails. This has been reported to be the 
practice of Saeed ibn al-Musayyib aul da>) (son-in-law of Abu Hurairah) and his 


family. 


If a person does cut his hair or nails etc then the person would be sinning and it 
would reduce from their overall portion of rewards, but the sacrifice is still 


considered to be valid. 


How To Select 
The Animals? 


The best of sacrifices as per many scholars is a camel, then a 
cow, and then a sheep. This is when we are talking about 
slaughtering a whole camel, cow, or sheep. If only a seventh 
of a camel is being slaughtered, then slaughtering one 
whole sheep is better. Why? This is a lesson derived from 
the hadith where Prophet ## described the rewards of a 


person coming for Friday prayers. 


The Prophet (#8) said, "When it is a Friday, the angels stand 
at the gate of the mosque and keep on writing the names of 
the persons coming to the mosque in succession according 
to their arrivals. The example of the one who enters the 
mosque in the earliest hour is that of one offering a camel 
(in sacrifice). The one coming next is like one offering a cow 
and then a ram and then a chicken and then an egg 
respectively. When the Imam comes out (for prayer) they 


(angels) fold their papers and listen to the Khutba." [Bukhari] 


It goes without being said but this does not mean that a 


person can now offer chickens and eggs as sacrifice. 


Another opinion based on the text says that the best sacrifice is a goat as that 
is what the Prophet ($) slaughtered. Abu Bakra reported that when it was that 
day (the 10th of Dhul-Hijjah) he mounted his camel and a person caught its 
nose-string, whereupon he said: 

Do you know which day is this? They said: Allah and His Messenger know best. 
(The Prophet #8 until we thought that he would give that another name. He 
said: Is it not the day of Nahr (Sacrifice) (10th of Dhul- Hijjah)? We said: Allah's 
Messenger, yes. He (again) said: Which month is it? We said: Allah and His 
Messenger knows best. He said: Is it not Dhul-Hijjah? We said: Allah's 
Messenger, yes. He said: Which city is this? We said: Allah and His Messenger 
know best. He (the narrator) said (that the Prophet kept silent until we thought 
that he would give it another name besides its (original) name. He said: Is it not 
Balda (the city of Makkah)? We said: Yes, Allah's Messenger. He (then) said: 
Verily your blood (lives) and your property and your honour are as sacred unto 
you as sacred is this day of yours, in this month of yours, in this city of yours. 
Let him who is present convey it to one who is absent. He then turned his 
attention towards two multicoloured (black and white) rams and slaughtered 


them, and two goats, and distributed them amongst us. [Muslim] 


It doesn’t suffice to sacrifice any animal for an obligatory hadi or udhiyyah 
sacrifice except that it has met the requirement of the minimum age. Jabir xô) 
aic all reported Allah's Messenger (#4) as saying: "Sacrifice only a grown-up 
animal (ai ui), unless it is difficult for you, in which case sacrifice a ram (of even 


less than a year, but more than six months' age). [Muslim] 


The animal is considered to be grown when the front two teeth have fully 


4 3 


developed. It should be a six month old male sheep, or a 85” of anon male 


"8 


sheep. The Fa of a goat is one that has completed one full year. The thani of 
a camel is that one has completed five years of age and the thani of a cow is 


one that has completed two years of age. 


The age of the animal should meet a minimum of: 
e Six months in age for sheep that has lost the front teeth. It is known as 
Ma'z (320). Its body is usually covered with wool and not hair. 
e One year in age for sheep and goats. It is known as Daan (315), Its body is 
usually covered with hair and the male has long hair on the chin. 
e Two years in age for cows and buffalo. 


e Five years in age for camels. 


It is best to slaughter a goat or a sheep that has crossed one year in age to be 
safe from the difference of opinion. One sheep suffices one person. When we 
Say one person, we include his household who are all those financially 
dependent on him under this sacrifice. A full camel or a full cow suffice seven 
people or seven households. Add to this, there is no impermissibility with 
regards to the sacrifice of a buffalo as is the misconception is certain areas. It 


takes the same ruling as that of a cow. 


Narrated Ubayd ibn Firuz: | asked al-Bara’ ion Azib: What should be avoided in 
sacrificial animals? He said: The Messenger of Allah ($) stood among us, and 
my fingers are smaller than his fingers, and my fingertips are smaller than his 
fingertips. He said (pointing with his fingers): Four (types of animals) should be 
avoided in sacrifice: A One-eyed animal which has obviously lost the sight of 
one eye, a sick animal which is obviously sick, a lame animal which obviously 
limps and an animal with a broken leg with no marrow. | also detest an animal 
that has defective teeth. He said: Leave what you detest, but do not make it 
illegal for anyone. Imam Abu Dawud said: (By a lean animal mean) and animal 


which has no marrow. [Abu Dawud] 


An animal that has deficiencies, or is very lean (without much meat), or is 
clearly blind does not suffice the requirements. Similarly, an animal that is 
missing its front teeth, most of an ear, or its horn, or one that has an illness that 
affects the meat is not eligible to be an animal of sacrifice. In another narration 
we have that an animal whose ear is completely chopped off, or a horn is 
totally cut off, or one of the eyes is gouged out, or it is so weak that it cannot 
walk with the other animals, then all such animals are rejected. Why? A sacrifice 
for Allah has to be from the best and not from the worst. Remember the story 
of Habil and Qabil. This is against Adab towards Allah and is from the actions of 
the nations that were destroyed. Small injuries or small damage to the ear etc 


is acceptable. 


An animal that was naturally born with some defects like no tail, no horn, or 
those that are castrated (provided the penis is not damaged) are permitted as 
animals of sacrifice. If the animal becomes defective without any negligence on 


the part of the owner then it will suffice as an animal of sacrifice. 


Special Cases 


e |f the animal is pregnant, then its offspring are also to be slaughtered. The 
age factor of the animal is not factored here since it wasn't even born 


technically. 


The slaughter of Mukhannath (hermaphrodite animals) is permissible. 


What Is 
The Time of 
Slaughter? 


The time of slaughtering is after the 
Prayer of Eid - not from when the time for 
the prayer and khutbah starts - until the 
second day of Tashriq. In a place where 
there isn't Eid salah or because of some 
excuse the person cannot pray, then the 
time for slaughtering begins after the 
amount of time required to pray the Eid 


prayer is complete. 


Al-Bara' b. 'Azib aic ail LS) reported Allah's Messenger (#8) having said:The 
first (act) with which we started our day (the day of Eid-ul Adha) was that we 
offered prayer. We then returned and sacrificed the animals and he who did 
that in fact adhered to our Sunnah (practice). And he who slaughtered the 
(animal on that day before the Eid prayer), for him (the slaughtering of animal 
was directed to the acquiring of) meat for his family, and there is nothing of 
the sort of sacrifice in it. It was Abu Burda b. Niyar who had slaughtered (the 
animal before the Eid prayer). He said: | have a small lamb, of less than one year, 
but better than that of more than a year. Thereupon Allah's Messenger (#4) 
qaid: Sacrifice it, but it will not suffice (as a sacrifice) for anyone after you. 


[Muslim] 


As per the Hanbali scholars, there are 3 days to slaughter and 4 days according 
to the second opinion in the madhab. The 2 days are, the Day of Eid, 11 Dhul 
Hijjah, and 12 Dhul Hijjah. Imam Ahmad al do>) says that this is proven from 5 
Sahaba. However, if someone has left it till the 4th day due to a need or similar, 
then their sacrifice is valid. So the last day till which the sacrifice can be made is 
until before sunset on the last of the days of Tashriq - the 13th day of Dhul- 
Hijjah. To remain on the safe side, it is best to get it done earlier and sooner 


rather than leaving it till the very end. 


Narrated Ugbah ibn Amir dic aul LS): The Prophet (#8) said: The day of Arafah, 
the day of sacrifice, the days of tashriq are (the days of) our festival, O people 


of Islam. These are the days of eating and drinking. [Abu Dawud] 


If the udhiyah is being sent to another part of the world then it should be made 
sure that the slaughter is not carried out before the person who has intended 


this slaughter has completed their Eid prayers. Udhiyah is linked to time. 


The Prophet 228 said: “Whoever sacrifices before the prayer, let him repeat it.” 
[Bukhari]. Ali dic aul WD) said: “The days of Nahr (Sacrifice) are the day of al- 
Adha and the three days following it.” If a person sacrificed an animal before 
the three designated days, then they must perform another sacrifice for it to 


be considered valid. 


If all these days are missed, then a person has to make it up as the intention 
was made, and the sacrifice is now a pending debt that must be cleared. As per 
Sheikh Ibrahim Nuhu ail ahà>, if the udhiyah has been sent to another country 
and the three days are coming to an end or ahave ended where the donor 
resides, the udhiyah is still considered valid as long as the place where the 
udhiyah is being carried out is still having its days of slaughter. It is best to 
avoid letting the slaughter reach such a situation, but this happens at times 
due to logistical issues and time differences, and InshaAllah the udhiyah is still 


valid. 


How to 
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How to Slaughter The 
Animal? 


Men, women, and even children that are able to do so are allowed to carry out 
the slaughter. It is best that the person who intended the slaughter be present 
when the sacrifice is being carried out if they are not doing the slaughter 


themselves. 


Aisha lgic aul LS) reported that Allah's Messenger (48) commanded that a 
ram with black legs, black belly and black (circles) round the eyes should be 
brought to him, so that he should sacrifice it. He said to Aisha: "Give me the 
large knife, and then said: Sharpen it on a stone. She did that. He then took it 
(the knife) and then the ram; he placed it on the ground and then sacrificed it, 


saying: 
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In the name of Allah," O Allah, accept [this sacrifice] on behalf of 


Muhammad and the family of Muhammad and the Ummah of Muhammad" 
[Muslim] 


The Prophet & used to put his foot on the animal’s neck to prevent it from 
movement at the time of slaughtering as Anas, who saw the Prophet (peace 


and blessings of Allah be upon him) slaughtering, mentioned that, and this is 


because of the mercy of the Prophet #8 toward it. 
Qs 


It is recommended to slaughter a camel from the bottom of its neck while its is 
standing and has its left leg tied up. Other animals are slaughtered from the top 
of the neck by laying it on its left side. Imam Ibn Hajar said in his book, Fath al- 
Bari, “Scholars agree that the sacrifice should be placed on its left side. The one 
who slaughters puts his leg on its right side to be easier for him to hold the 


knife with his right hand and to hold the animal’s head with his left hand.” 


Slaughtering is generally of 2 types: 
1. Nahr is performed by thrusting a knife in the animal's libba (the hollow 
between the two collarbones at the base of the neck) 
2. Dhabh is the most common method of slaughtering, whereby the 
slaughterer manually slits the animals throat and causes its blood to drain 


out. 


There are adab to be followed even while slaughtering an animal. 

1. It should not be made uncomfortable or caused to freak out. 

2. It should not be slaughtered where the animals can see it being 
slaughtered. 

3. It should not be slaughtered in front of its family. 

4. It should be fed, watered, and taken care of properly. 

5. The knife should be sharpened to the maximum. 

6. Everything that can be done for the animal to make it easy and painless 
should be done and anything that causes distress to the animal should be 


avoided. 


The person slaughtering says: 
chg clin 138 Aal all au 
In the Name of Allah! O Allah! This is from You and for You! 
or 


ie Ji Aal o clea alll $51 Allg alll ai 


with the Name of Allah, Allah is the Most Great! O Allah! This is from You 


and for You. O Allah, accept it from me. 
[Muslim] 


Saying Allah’s name is obligatory because of the words of Allah: 
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“And do not eat of that upon which the name of Allah has not been 


mentioned, for indeed, it is grave disobedience.” 
[Surat Al-An'am, 121] 


Saying Bismillah is Obligatory 

It is also recommend to say that takbeer and an added dua before slaughtering 
as per our madhab. Anas said: The Prophet 8% sacrificed two horned rams that 
were white speckled with black. He slaughtered them with his own hand, said 
Bismillah and Allahu Akbar (asi alg au ex), and put his foot on their necks. 
[Bukhari] 


At this point when we say the takbeer, we are in a position of power and 
authority. Scholars say that we say the takbeer to remind ourselves that Allah is 
the greatest authority and that we should humble ourselves. We are able to 
Slaughter this animal only because Allah allowed us to do and subjugated the 


animal to humans. 


Shiekhul Islam Ibn Taymiyyah aul da>) Stated: “In slaughtering, the esophagus 
(which is the passage of food and drink), the throat and the two jugular veins 
have to be cut. Yet, according to the soundest opinion, cutting three out of 
these four still make the slaughtering lawful, whether the throat is one of these 
three parts or not, for cutting the two jugular veins is more efficient than 
cutting the throat and more sufficient to cause the blood to gush.” [Al- 


Ikhtiyarat] 


When the animal is slaughtered, the blood should be allowed to drain out. This 
leads to ejecting most toxins because the heart of the animal continues to 
pump for a few seconds after slaughter. The animal may appear to struggle and 
kick but that’s due to the contraction and relaxation of muscles deficient in 


blood rather than in pain. Q 


It is also very important that after the slaughter we supplicate to Allah and ask 
him to Accept this sacrifice. We learn this from Prophets Ibrahim and Ismail. 


Allah tells us: 
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And (mention) when Abraham was raising the foundations of the House 
and (with him) Ismail, (saying), "Our Lord, accept [this] from us. 


Indeed You are the Hearing, the Knowing. 
[Surah al-Baqarah, 127] 
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It is recommended to split the 


How To Distribute 
The Meat? 


The first is by saving a third for the person who made the sacrifice. The second 
is to give a third of the meat to the donor's family or friends and finally, give a 
third to the vulnerable, hungry and less fortunate. This was the opinion of 


Abdullah Ibn Mas'ud and Ibn Umar. 


It is recommended to give charity from the best third of the meat, gift the 


second-best portion, and consume the other portion of it. 


A person can eat all of it, except that he should give away a portion in charity 
so that his sacrifice has meaning. As per the Hanbali madhab, the minimum 
amount of meat (lahm) should be given. What is this minimum? This would 
depend from place to place and culture to culture. Some scholars say that the 
minimum amount to be given is an ugiyah which is worth 14 Dirhams of silver 
or approximately 119 grams of silver. Sheikh Mari’ al-Karmi aul do>, in Daleel al- 
Talib does not go into numbers. He says that it is obligatory to give that 
minimum which is considered as lahm. The meat could be distributed to non- 


Muslims as well and there is no issue with that. 


It is not permissible to sell anything from its meat, fat or skin. The butcher or 
the person slaughtering is not given his wages from the animal, nor is he given 
the hide or any portion of the hide. Instead, we can benefit from it without 
selling it. Why? Because this is a sacrifice purely for Allah and using it for the 


benefit of a transaction is wrong. The Madhab is that it is Haram. 


The Prophet #28 said: “Whoever sells the skin of his udhiyah, there is no udhiyah 
for him (ie, it is not counted as udhiyah).” [Saheeh al-Jaami’]. The butcher 
should not be given anything of it by way of reward or payment, because Ali 
said: “The Messenger of Allah #8 commanded me to take care of the sacrifice 
and to give its meat, skin and raiment ( covering used for protection ) in 
charity, and not to give anything of it to the butcher as a compensation. He 


In 


said, ‘We will give him something from what we have.” [Agreed Upon]. 


Can I Give 
The Price Of 
The Animal 
Instead? 


Udhiyah is a symbol of Islam just 
like adhan or salah which cannot 
be removed and the Ummah has 
to continue performing it. This is 
not talking about the obligation or 
recommendation of the sacrifice. 
Here, it talks about the obligation 
on the Ummah to continue this 


practice. 


Imam Ibn al-Qayyim aul da>) Said, "Offering a sacrifice when it is prescribed is 
better than giving its price in charity even if one gives more than the price, like 
sacrifices offered during Hajj and at Eid al-Adha, because the aim is to carry out 
the actual act of slaughter and shedding the blood, because this is an act of 
worship which is mentioned alongside prayer, as Allah says: Therefore turn in 


prayer to your Lord and sacrifice (to Him only)" 


Sheikh Ibn al-Uthaymeen aul do>,) Said, "Slaughtering the sacrifice is better 
than giving its price in charity, because that was what the Prophet & and the 
Muslims with him did. And because the sacrifice is one of the ritual of Islam; if 


the people turn away from it and give charity instead, that symbol will die out.” 


Our Sheikh Ibrahim Nuhu all aba> said, "Udhiyah is a Symbol from the Symbols 
of Islam. It is not necessarily linked to the poor as a person can eat all of it and 
not give any to charity. The authorities should make sure that these symbols 
are maintained. Giving money to people instead of the Udhiyah (conceptually) 
is changing the religion of Allah. If we have all the sacrificial animals being sent 
away from Country 1to Country 2 in such a manner that no animals are 
slaughtered in Country 1, then this is wrong. It has to be done in Country 1 and 
then the rest is sent off to other countries that have a pressing need. If you find 
someone right in front of you who is in extreme extreme need, only then can 
you give them the money instead. But if we start looking around the world for 


the needy, then a person will never give Udhiyah and this is wrong. 


What If I 
Don't Have 
Money For 
Ourban? 


What If I Don't Have 
Money For Qurban? 


A person should not take loans or go into debt for the sake of making a 
sacrifice. It is only for those that can afford to do it and have surplus for 
themselves and their families. Even those scholars who deem udhiyah to be 
obligatory say that it is only to be done when one has reached the ability to do 


SO. 


Why? Our Sheikh Ibrahim Nuhu aU aba> said, "Debt is a serious matter. All the 
sins of such a person will be forgiven, except for debt. Initially the Prophet #8 
had said that all the sins would be forgiven. Jibreel came down all the way just 
to correct the Prophet #8 and inform that debt will not be forgiven for it is a 


right of another. This will not be forgiven. 


This goes to show just how sensitive the matter of debt is. The Prophet #8 
refused to pray the janazah upon people who had debt of just 3 dinars. The 
graves of such people are extremely dark. Only when the debt is paid off, the 
skin of the deceased will be cooled. There's no Riyal or Ringgit in the hereafter. 
The currency is only good deeds and sins. 1 Riyal of the Dunya's debt could be 
worth a mountain of good deeds in the Akhirah. What's worse is there is no 
discount on that Day for everyone is looking to let go of their losses and make 


profits. Never let yourself enter such a situation knowingly and not do anything 


to pay it off immediately." Q 
im 


It was narrated from Abdullah bin Amr bin al-As dic aI Lo) that the 
Messenger of Allah said to a man: "| have been instructed to take the Day of 
Sacrifice as an Eid which Allah, the Might and Sublime, has ordained for this 
Ummah." The man said: "What do you think if | cannot find anything but a 
female sheep that has been loaned to me so that | may benefit from its milk - 
should | sacrifice it?" He said: "No. Rather cut something from your hair and your 
nails, trim your moustache and shave your pubic hairs, and you will have a 
complete reward with Allah, the Might and Sublime, as if you had offered the 


sacrifice." [Nasai] 


The Prophet (#28) said, "When it is a Friday, the angels stand at the gate of the 
masjid and keep on writing the names of the persons coming to the mosque in 
succession according to their arrivals. The example of the one who enters the 
masjid in the earliest hour is that of one offering a camel (in sacrifice). The one 
coming next is like one offering a cow and then a ram and then a chicken and 
then an egg respectively. When the Imam comes out (for prayer) they (angels) 


fold their papers and listen to the Khutba." [Bukhari] 


Secondly, we know the importance of intentions in Islam and how it is a game- 
changer. Let's see how it can help a person here. In along hadith of Abu 
Kabshah 'Amr bin Sa'd aic all v) who reported: Messenger of Allah (28) said, 
"| swear by Allah for three (qualities) which | am going to tell you about. 
Remember them well: 

1. The wealth of a man will not diminish by Sadaqah (charity). 

2. Allah augments the honour of a man who endures an oppression patiently. 

3. He who opens a gate of begging, Allah opens a gate of poverty (or he said a 


word similar to it)." 


He (#4) also said, "Remember well what | am going to tell you: The world is for 
four kinds of people. 
1.One upon whom Allah has bestowed wealth and knowledge and so he 
fears his Rabb in respect to them, joins the ties of blood relationship and 
acknowledges the Rights of Allah on him (and fulfils them); this type will 
have the best position (in Jannah). 
2.One upon whom Allah has conferred knowledge but no wealth, and he is 
sincere in his intention and says: 'Had | possessed wealth, | would have 
acted like so-and-so.' If that is his intention, his reward is the same as that 
of the other. 
3.One whom Allah has given wealth but no knowledge and he squanders his 
wealth ignorantly, does not fear Allah in respect to it, does not discharge 
the obligations of kinship and does not acknowledge the Rights of Allah. 
Such a person will be in the worst position (in the Hereafter). 
4.One upon whom Allah has bestowed neither wealth nor knowledge and he 
says: 'Had | possessed wealth, | would have acted like so-and-so (i.e, he 
would squander his wealth).' If this is his intention, both will have equal sin." 


[Tirmidhi] 
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Umm Hafsah, from Team InkofFaith.com shares a list of tips for those setting 


out for Hajj: 


For the millions of Muslims making the sacred journey to Makkah for the 
annual Hajj pilgrimage, it is a test of their endurance, patience, perseverance 
and the commitment to pleasing Allah every step of the way. While this 
journey is no easy feat, and while it may take energy, time, and loads of 
patience, InshaAllah | will share with you some practical tips that can help 
those who intend on performing the pilgrimage maximize the benefits from 


this journey of a lifetime. 


Exercise 


Prepare your mind and your body to do a lot of walking during the days of 
Hajj (8th-12th) of Dhul Hijjah. Many, if not all of the rituals of hajj revolve 
around physical activity from the tawaf and sa’ee to the stoning of the 
jamarat and even the standing at Arafat. Hajj is a beautiful lifetime 
opportunity, but it is also one that requires you to be physically able to 
perform the rituals. Getting yourself accustomed to walking every day will 
help you to get your body in gear to face the physical ups and downs of Hajj, 
InshaAllah. We have a chance to enhance ourselves spiritually in Hajj but lets 


not forget the physical aspect which aids us in doing all these acts of worship. 


Comfortable Pair of Walking Shoes 


This particular pointer may be often times over looked by those who are 
about to perform the Hajj. Because of all the walking that is needed to be 
done, a comfortable pair of sneakers, and slippers are important to help 
prevent your feet from aching and becoming uncomfortable to walk. During 
the state of Ihram men are required to wear slippers or sandals that are not 
stitched or cover particular parts of the feet, so ensure the footwear chosen 
is comfortable. These can be bought well in advance and be worn to get 
accustomed to them, and ‘break them in’. Speaking of comfort sunglasses 


and a proper hat/cap become a necessity with the Arabian sun. 


Medications 


Sometimes, a part of Hajj and its tests is getting sick with the flu, because 
quite frankly, being around millions of other hujjaj, it is sometimes difficult to 
prevent. In this case what you should do is make a list of the medications you 
would usually take if you are you ill and be sure to carry them with you. If you 
or a family member suffers from any ailments, be it diabetes, high blood 
pressure, low blood pressure, or any other medical condition that needs 
medications to regulate, be sure to pack enough of it to last the entire trip. 
When packing be sure to always have medication with you in your hand 
luggage for the flights and don’t pack them all in your suitcase where you 
won't have access to it during travel. While Alhamdulillah, Saudi Arabia has 
almost anything you can think about at your fingertips, carrying your own 
medication is critical, because sometimes you may not get exactly what your 


doctor prescribes or u may not know what you could be allergic to or not. 


Water Bottles and Re-hydration Salts 


A nifty little tip | believe can help prospective Hujjaj in dealing with the 
extreme temperatures during the travel for hajj, is to invest in a vaccum 
sealed stainless steel water bottle. This particular type of bottle will keep the 
water cold for hours at a time which will help to keep you cool during the day 
in particular. Also to try to minimize the incidence of dehydration, you can 
purchase re-hydration salts and simply add this to your water and drink 


throughout the day as the need be, InshaAllah. 


Personal Dua Book 


This is one thing | advise you strongly to keep with you when traveling for 
Hajj. From the moment we tell our family and friends that we are about to 
make this journey of a lifetime, we get so many dua requests, because 
everyone knows of the virtues of duas made during hajj, especially on the 
day of Arafat. So, in order to remember what you have been requested to 
make for and by whom, write it all down in a little book and keep it with you 
for the hajj days InshaAllah. Other important books you should keep handy 
are books with authentic duas from Qur’an and Sunnah and a pocket Qur’an. 


These will surely come in handy when on the long journeys InshaAllah. 


Emergency Money 


This particular item should be a must on your list. Understand that while the 
majority of hujjaj are traveling with hajj groups, and all the facilities of Hajj 
would already be taken care of by your Hajj leaders, sometimes incidents may 
arise where emergency money is needed (this is different from spending 
money). For instance, you may need extra medical attention which you may 
have to pay for or you may need to pay a penalty for a mistake made while in 
Ihram. So to be safe, walking with extra money is the safest thing to do 


InshaAllah. 


Pack Light 


When going on a journey, especially to a place we have never been before 
with millions of people, it is safe to say we would feel the need to over-pack 
our luggage. However, for this particular journey, my advice is to pack light. In 
Saudi, and particularly for Hajj season, because there is expected to be a vast 
number of pilgrims, you would find stores to cater to your every need, from 
clothing to shoes to anything you can think about to eat. Be sure to pack only 
the necessities to carry with you and anything else you may need can be 


found once you arrive in Saudi Arabia InshaAllah. 


Take Hajj Classes 


This is a journey of a lifetime and it’s our duty that we make the most out of 
this. We never know if we will get another chance or not. Take preparatory 
classes, courses and read up on the Manasik (rituals) of Hajj: This point is the 
most important one. We should not just go to Hajj and “follow the crowd” 
because a lot of times many hujjaj themselves don't fully understand the 
proper way of performing the Hajj rituals according to the Sunnah. You will 
find people doing things you have never seen before, so be sure to read 
authentic books and take classes at your local masjid, and find out the proper 
way to perform your Hajj. Once you know what to do, when to do it and the 


importance of each phase of Hajj, InshaAllah your Hajj will be full of rewards! 


Please notify us if you come across any mistakes or errors. 


Any mistakes are from me and Shaitan and all the good is 7 
from Allah and the teachings of His Messenger. Q O 
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